
 

Statement of Commitment PHPS is committed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support 

and respect children, as well as staff and volunteers.  

DIARY DATES 

                    2026 

Monday 9th March 

Labor Day 

Tuesday 10th March 

Curriculum Day—Pupil free 

Wednesday 11th March 

Naplan—Writing 

Thursday 12th March 

Naplan—Reading 

Friday 13th March 

Interrelate Incursion 

Monday 16th March 

Naplan—Maths 

Monday 23rd March 

School Council 7pm 

Leadership Day—New date 

Thursday 2nd April 

Last day of Term 1, 2.30pm 

Monday 20th April 

First day of Term 2 

Wednesday 22nd April 

Life Education  

Thursday 23rd April 

Life Education  

Wednesday 29th April 

School Photos 9am MSP 

Friday 6th March, 2026 

Term 1:  Week  6 

Principal’s Report 

As we reach the end of week 6 of Term 1, it is very impressive to reflect on everything 

we have achieved together in such a short amount of time. 

This week our plumbing repairs on the basketball court have concluded. We thank the 

plumbers for working with us to minimise the disruptions to our school as much as 

possible.  

On Tuesday 10th March our school has a student free day. All of our staff will be partic-

ipating in offsite professional learning related to the Victorian Teaching and Learning 

Model with a number of other schools from our network during the day. Curriculum 

days like this are very important in ensuring we are always working on continually im-

proving our knowledge and skills as teachers, aides and school staff. Working with 

other schools also enables us to collaborate and share our practices to strengthen our 

teaching and learning programs here at PHPS. TheirCare are operating for the day, 

please be sure to register your children if you require this service. 

We wish everyone a restful long weekend and look forward to seeing everyone back at 

school on Wednesday 11th March. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 2026 

Nominations are now closed for our 2026 School Council. Thank you to all of our par-

ents and staff who have nominated to join our School Council for 2026. We have had 

the same amount of nominations as positions available so will not require an election.  

Our 2026 School Councillors are: Bianca McGuirk, Beth Borthwick, Megan King, Angela 

Paul, Stephanie Cross, Allana Sharman, Deanne Cahir, David Shaw, Sara Dodds, Justine 

Puls-Welsh, Amie Grisold and Anne Howard.  

Our next School Council meeting will be held on Monday 23rd March at 7pm. This will 

also be our Annual General Meeting (AGM) where the 2025 Annual Report will be pre-

sented.  School community members are invited to the AGM, please contact the 

school office if you are interested in attending.  
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP AT PHPS 

We were very excited to present our 2026 School Captains with their badges and certificates at our school assembly this week. 

Well done to Oscar, April, Elise and Otto! 

On Monday 16th March, Cindy McLeish MP will be attending our school assembly to help present our Junior School Council 

badges to the Year 2 to 6 students appointed to these roles for this year. Families of these students are welcome to attend this 

presentation. Cindy will also acknowledge our School Captains at this assembly. 

NAPLAN 2026 

Next week our grade 3 and 5 students will commence their NAPLAN assessments for the year. Our teachers and students in 

these year levels have done some practice activities over the past few weeks to ensure everyone is familiar with the types of 

questions involved in these assessments. 

Our school will be working to the following timetable for the NAPLAN assessments over the next 2 weeks: 

• Wednesday 11th March – Writing NAPLAN between 9am and 11am 

• Thursday 12th March – Reading NAPLAN between 9am and 11am 

• Thursday 12th March – Conventions of Language NAPLAN between 11:30am and 1pm 

• Monday 16th March – Maths NAPLAN between 9:30am and 11am 

Our school will also hold make up assessments between the 17th and 23rd March where possible to cater for students who miss 

the scheduled assessments above. 

Please speak to your child’s Grade 3 or 5 teacher if you have any questions about NAPLAN. 

SCHOOL PICNIC 

Our school has unfortunately not been able to identify a suitable date to reschedule our cancelled school picnic to for this 

term. It is very disappointing that we have been unable to run this valued school event. We will consider alternative options 

for a community event as the year progresses.  

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

At PHPS we are working together as a staff to implement and embed whole school approach to Mental Health and Wellbeing 

within our school. Our goal is to support students to recognise their emotions, identify how they are feeling and regulate 

themselves to empower them to become happy and independent learners. When children are happy and feel safe, they are 

ready to learn and make connections with others.  

As our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader, Samantha Fitzgerald’s responsibility is to support teachers to build their capacity 

on this journey, as we all work towards a common goal. As we learn together, all the staff at PHPS aim to continue building 

connections with all children across the school.  

2027 PREP ENROLMENTS 

If you have a child who will be starting school in 2027, please come to the office to collect an enrolment form or download one 

from our website.  We have had substantial interest from prospective new families this term, so submitting sibling enrolments 

early really helps us with planning classes and student numbers for the year ahead.  We can't wait to see more familiar family 

names joining our Prep cohort in 2027! 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

MSP Photography are scheduled to take our school photos on Wednesday 29th April in Term 2.  They begin promptly at 9am 

so please have your child/children arrive on time.  Forms will be sent home shortly for completion with online ordering instruc-

tions.  These forms are to be handed to the classroom teacher or directly to the photographer on the day.  If you would like 

sibling photos, please ensure a separate sibling form is completed which will also be handed directly to the photographer prior 

to their photo being taken.   
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PARENT HELPERS AND VOLUNTEERS TRAINING 

It was fantastic to see such a large number of parents and family members attend our Term 1 Parent Helpers and Volunteers 

Training this week. We greatly value the support we receive at PHPS from our families. Having helpers and volunteers for 

different activities in our school enables us to provide additional support to our students and teachers. 

Our volunteer training sessions share everything you need to know to volunteer at PHPS and it is a requirement that you have 

attended a session to volunteer. We will be running additional training sessions throughout the year for other volunteers who 

may be interested in helping at our school. 

Our class teachers will be looking for parent/volunteer helpers from Term 2 and will soon be sharing details about this so they 

can organise helper rosters for their class. 

 

DISTRICT SWIMMING 
On the 26th of February some students from Panton Hill Primary School went to District Swimming to represent the school. 

April, Esther, Elise, Jimmy, Riv, Xavier, Lawson, River, Alex, Annabelle, Clifford and Willow.C attended and unfortunately Emma 

was sick. It was very fun, everyone represented the school amazingly and we all look forward to doing it again next year. We 

swam against all the local schools in the district. We would like to thank Mr Hurst, Caz and Suzie for helping out. Esther, Elise, 

River, Alex, Willow and the 12 year old freestyle relay (Elise, Esther, Riv, Xavier)  progressed through to the division which took 

place on the 4th of March. Esther came first in freestyle, backstroke and breaststroke. Elise came first in everything, Alex and 

Willow picked up two firsts and Xavier won butterfly. There were plenty of seconds and thirds too. 

Please order and pay for your books online at: 

http://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au   

If you have any queries about registering or using the ordering sys-

tem please contact Book Club Help on 1800 021 233 or the school 

office.    

Orders for this issue must be placed and paid for online by: 

 

 

Orders cannot be made by cash through the office.  

Friday 17th March 

ISSUE 2 

SCHOOL PHOTO’S 

WEDNESDAY 29TH APRIL 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au
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