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DIARY DATES 

Tuesday 21st October 

Italian Day & Lunch 

Wednesday 22nd October 

Bike Education Grd 5 to 6 

Friday 24th October 

Soccer Spectacular Grd 5&6 

Monday 27th October 

School Council 7pm 

Wednesday 29th October 

Bike Ride 

Friday 31st October 

2026 Prep Transition Day 

Monday 3rd November 

Curriculum Day– Pupil Free 

Tuesday 4th November 

Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday 12th Nov. 

2026 Prep Transition Day 

Friday 14th November 

School Colour Run 

Monday 17th November 

David Skinner Dance 

Monday 24th November 

David Skinner Dance 

Friday 28th November 

2026 Prep Transition Day 

Friday 17th October, 2025 

Term 4:  Week  2 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome back to everyone for our final term of the year! Our students and staff at 

PHPS have hit the ground running and we all know there are a number of special 

activities and events that will be taking place over the coming weeks. It has also 

been fantastic to welcome Mr Hurst back from his long service leave. It has been 

very interesting to hear all about his travels. 

STAFFING UPDATE 

It is very bittersweet for our school to congratulate Zoe Payne, who has been ap-

pointed as a Learning Specialist at another primary school from the start of 2026. 

This is a very exciting promotional opportunity for Zoe to continue developing her 

educational leadership in another school setting. 

Zoe is an amazing member of our staff and while we will miss her as a school com-

munity, we know that she will do an amazing job in this new role. 

Our school is busy planning for 2026, including advertising for required positions. We 

will continue to share information about PHPS moving forward over the coming 

weeks. 

REGIONAL ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Congratulations to Neve, Alex and Heidi from Year 6 who rep-

resented our sport district at the Northern Metropolitan Pri-

mary Track and Field Region Championships on Wednesday 

this week. We are very proud of their achievements in pro-

gressing to this level of competition! 

In some exciting news, Alex placed second in high jump and will now progress to the 

State Championships! We wish her all the best as she participates in this amazing 

opportunity. 

ITALIAN DAY—TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER 

We are very excited to be celebrating our PHPS Italian Day next Tuesday 21 October. 

Ms McLaughlin has done an amazing job planning and preparing some special activi-

ties for the day.                                   
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These activities will support students to continue to develop their understanding of the Italian culture and complement our 

Italian specialist program. We also have a very special pizza and gelato lunch. We will be needing helpers to distribute the 

pizza to the grades, so please contact the school office if you are able to help with our special lunch. 

All students are invited to wear Italian or cultural dress on the day to celebrate! 

ZOO EXCURSION PREP — GRADE 3 

We are still requiring parent helpers for our Prep to Grade 3 Zoo excursion on Tuesday 9th December.   

If you are available, please speak with your child’s teacher or the office.  

THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA 

There is an increased risk of seasonal asthma, hay fever and thunderstorm asthma during seasons with increased grass pollen 

levels. In Victoria, this is typically from October to December. 

Thunderstorm asthma is triggered by a combination of higher grass pollen levels and a certain type of thunderstorm. 
Our school has a detailed asthma policy to ensure everyone is prepared to support who has asthma. Please inform the school 

if your child’s asthma action plan has changed recently. It is also important that students have up to date medication, includ-

ing relievers (puffers) and Asthma Management plans.  Please speak to the school office if you need any more information.  

 

CHANGES TO DIGITAL DEVICE USE IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

From 2027, the Victorian Government is introducing changes to the use of digital devices for students from Prep to Grade 6. 

Under the new guidelines, schools: 

· will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own digital devices to use at school for Prep to Grade 6 

· will follow new recommended digital device times, including minimal device time for Prep to Grade 2; and a maxi-

mum of 90 minutes per day for grades 3 to 6. 

These changes are intended to support families by reducing cost-of-living pressures. They will also support students by reduc-

ing screen-time which can reduce the risk of eye strain, sedentary behaviour, and reduced peer interaction. These reforms 

complement Victoria’s nation-leading mobile phone restrictions, ensuring an integrated approach to addressing digital dis-

traction and the inappropriate use of technology. 

As you know, PHPS already provides school-owned digital devices for student learning, so there is no impact on our school’s 

digital device programs. Students with a disability who use a digital device as a reasonable adjustment are exempt from these 

changes. 

You can read more about the changes on the Department’s website Digital Learning: Policy.  

 

2026 BOOKPACK ORDERING 

It is that time of term when we begin to prepare for the following year. One of the steps that needs to be actioned is the or-
dering of student book packs for 2026.  As we have done in previous years, we invite you to order the book packs directly 
through Maxim Office Group by clicking on the 2026 Book Packs link.  The final order date for delivery prior to the end of this 
term is 14th November, 2025.  When placing your order, please make sure you select the year level your child will be in 
2026. Please see the attached document explaining the ordering process.  

Once ordered, your child's book pack will be delivered directly to school and placed in their classroom ready for the first day 
of Term 1, 2026.    

*Please note: Any remaining School Saving Bonus cannot be used to purchase stationary items / book packs. 

If you have any questions or require assistance in purchasing your book pack, please do not hesitate to contact the office on 

9719-7202 prior to the due date. 

 

 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/thunderstorm-asthma
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/digital-learning/policy
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.maxim.booklists.com.au&c=E,1,6DLa_S0yMXIbSUooPSQXabG-pG_r3JJF-tC9Xyemtc6KbMS5fa62Ymxmqeu19PPw24i2Zj09F_AKP_gRT_bKCsy5zDTLC0jIv7IPtJkiFBznx8Bo&typo=1
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SCHOOL FUN RUN 

Congratulations to Mrs Thomson / Mrs Kanes Grade 3/4 for getting the most profiles 

set up in the first week of fundraising! They have all received their icy poles and will 

be congratulated during Monday’s assembly.    

Additionally keep an eye out soon for your child wearing/holding a School Fun Run Wristband! Just scan the QR Code, log in 

or sign up, and enter the wristband’s unique code for a chance to win a $500 prize credit.  One lucky Panton Hill PS student 

is GUARANTEED to win!!  Perfect for when prize ordering opens up or possibly getting Christmas shopping done early.  Let’s 

see what we can do next week when you all share your profiles with family and friends!  

HATS AT SCHOOL 

PHPS is a Sun Smart School and in Term 4 students are required to wear their school hats while outside. Please make sure 
hats are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  Also please ensure your child has a water bottle while at school especially as 
the weather warms up.  

ZOOPER DOOPER DAY 

Students were very excited to celebrate the first real warm Spring day with Zooper Doopers.  $122.00 was fundraised for this 
event.  

APPLES BAGS FOR SALE $10 

On Monday we will have 10 bags of new season Pink Lady apples delivered to the school.  The apples are delicious at the mo-

ment so get in quick.   

 

 

 

 
 

Please order and pay for your books online at: 

http://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au   

If you have any queries about registering or using the ordering sys-

tem please contact Book Club Help on 1800 021 233 or the school 

office.    

Orders for this issue must be placed and paid for online by: 

 

 

Orders cannot be made by cash through the office.  

Friday 24th October 

ISSUE 7 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au
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Spring has sprung! 

The Grade 1 students have drawn a black and white garden background using black crayons, and as a contrast added a beautiful col-
ourful butterfly. Students could choose to add 3D tape to the wings if they wished, to give the feeling of movement.  The 2/3's com-
bined their Honey Bee artwork to complete a lovely united wall display. The background was painted blue, with collaged paper flow-
ers which they painted last week.  The choice to add bees or butterflies finished their pieces.  Happy Spring everyone. We're all look-
ing forward to the warmer weather! 

Kind Regards, 

Anne Howard 
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Hello Everyone, 

Welcome back to a new term and some lovely weather just around the corner.  The weather will most certainly be warming up for 

Term 4,  so please make sure that the children have their hats and sunscreen. We have plenty of sunscreen here for the children but  

if you feel that they may have a reaction to our sunscreen, then by all means, please send along their own personal supply. 

Wow!  We had an absolute ball with our holiday program!  The children really loved making the bubbling tea for the Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party and eating the banana muffins that they made. Healesville Sanctuary was awesome!  We had some very tired little people at the 
end of it all! The visit from The Reptile Sanctuary was spectacular! We got to pat a turtle (he weed on our carpet), a beautiful possum 
who was a gingery colour but the best part were the pythons! The olive python was HUGE! There was rock art and a beautiful big 
rainbow snake created by Joy and the children in the sandpit! Bad Guys 2 was loved by all. The cinema had reclining seats! 

We are super excited to announce that Panton Hill  Primary School has been selected to be part of the TC Titans!   At TheirCare, we 
are always looking for new ways to offer exceptional programs for the children in our care and added value for our families.   Families 
often feel the pressures of time and money for their children to attend extra-curricular programs, such as sport or dance. Our goal is 
to take the pressure off families by providing these programs, at no added cost to families, for the children attending TheirCare! Our 
new educator, Olivia Jess, is a made keen football player and is excited to run footy clinics for the children!  Feel free to enrol for the 
clinic exactly the same way that you enrol your child for ASC or BSC. 
 

What you need to know:  

The TC Titans is a completely free extra-curricular program developed in-house at TheirCare by expert coaches and ran by our Their-

Care educators. 

The TC Titans program is run during the after-school sessions between 4pm-5pm. 

New Exciting Program:  

 AFL: 5-week program  

MONDAYS: 4.00pm-5.00pm 

TERM 4: Monday 20th October 

The TC Titans is a fantastic opportunity for children to try new things, learn new skills and have heaps of fun along the way! Begin-
ning in week 2, we will be running clinics for the children at ASC on a Friday afternoon. Our new educator, Olivia Jess, is a made keen 
football player and is excited to run footy clinics for the children!  Feel free to enrol for the clinic exactly the same way that you enrol 
your child for ASC or BSC. 
 

 Cancellations –  

If you know that your child will not be attending ASC and you have already booked them in, please give us a call . let us know espe-

cially if you yourself have collected them from their classroom. 

Can we also please ask that for BSC, you book your children in as early as possible on the evening before care is needed. It would 

help us greatly with our staffing and ratio.   

Panton Hill OSHC hours of operation: BSC 6:45am-8:45am 

ASC: 3:20-6:00pm 

Pupil Free Day: 7:00am-6pm. 

Holiday program: 7:00am-6:00pm 

Ella and the Panton Hill Their Care team!   

Contact: 0419 179 948 

Email: pantonhills@theircare.com.au 

 

mailto:pantonhills@theircare.com.au
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