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Principal’s Report 

And here we are already at the end of Term One! We hope that all members of our 

PHPS community has a great break from the school routine. We look forward to seeing 

you back on Monday the 15th April for an action packed Term Two.  

PARENT HELPERS INFORMATION SESSION 

Thankyou to all of the parents/grandparent's who came along to our parent helpers 

information session. Teachers will be sending out expressions of interest for helpers 

early in Term Two, in readiness for our enthusiastic helpers. Please be sure to have 

handed in a signed agreement prior to helping. Copies can be collected from the office.  

LUNCH ORDERS 

When placing a lunch order with the Smiths Gully store, it is important to enter your 

child’s name (not parents) and their grade.  It is very difficult for Lydia to sort the lunch 

orders into the classroom tubs without this information and requires her asking at the 

office for the details.  The grade details are: 00B for Miss Brindley, 00G for Miss Grisold, 

1/2T for Mrs Thomson, 1/2P for Mrs Puls– Welsh, 3/4 for Mrs Kane, 4/5 for Miss Payne 

and 5/6 for Mr Hurst.  Also to avoid a last minute rush for the store, orders do need to 

be made by 11am.   

SCHOOL WRAPPERS 

Thankyou to a fabulous team of enthusiastic wrappers who spent a couple of hours this 

week in the staff room, organising and wrapping all 52 of our Easter Raffle prizes!! 

Thanks to Abbey and Charlie Baines, Bianca McGuirk, Marguerite and Adele Taranto and 

Kate Young.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

On Monday the 18th we had our first School Council meeting with this years council. 

Our council has remained pretty stable from last year. We welcome Abbey Baines onto 

the council. 

We found ourselves in a situation this year where we were required to change our 

School Council president due to the fact that Megan King has begun work in an Educa-
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tional Support role in a local school. Unfortunately schools cannot have a president who is a Department of Education employ-

ee. We thank Megan for her fabulous work in the role of president over the past two years. We are excited to welcome Abbey 

Baines as our 2024 School Council President.  

In our first meeting, we approved many financial documents, excursions etc. We also approved the Mobile Phone Policy which 

was due for review. A copy of this policy is on our school website.  

Please note that the policy includes the use of smart watches at school—which must be handed into the office at the begin-

ning of the day, as do phones. 

WATER SAFETY OVER THE BREAK 

We know that many of our families head away during the school holidays to locations near water, including lakes, rivers and 

beaches. 

To help families stay safe around water these school holidays, we would like to  share the following water safety resources for 

your information: 

Surf Life Saving Australia’s Beachsafe website where you can view a location and the closest patrolled beaches. This infor-
mation is also available in an app which you can download from the Beachsafe website. The app includes videos with tips for 
visiting Australian beaches. 
Vic Emergency’s Get to know our warning signs website. 
Life Saving Victoria’s Water safety tips. 
 

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 

To celebrate AAM we would like to share some resources that support autistic students and their families. 

The Department of Education has worked with organisations for autistic people and lead researchers in autism to develop new 

resources for schools to help us better understand, support and celebrate the strengths of autistic students. I hope you find them 

useful and insightful.  

• AllPlay Learn Inclusive School Communities: Monash University’s AllPlay Learn team has developed evidence-based 

guidance and resources on how to create inclusive school communities where everyone feels welcome and supported. 

It includes videos on engaging with other parents, using inclusive language and student resources you can share with 

your child or children.  

• Amaze has produced videos and tip sheets for parents on how to include families of autistic children.  

• The Art of Learning video. 

SUB COMMITTEE MEMBERS MEETING TIMES 

Building & Grounds 

Kylie Richards 
Marc Lemire 

Beth Borthwick 

Monday morning prior to SC meeting 

7:30am 

Finance & Fundraising 

Kylie Richards, Megan King, David Shaw,  

Abbey Baines, Bianca McGuirk, Amy 

Davey 

6:30pm prior to SC Meeting 

Curriculum & Review 

Anne Howard, Kylie Richards,  Steph 

Brindley, Justine Puls-Welsh, Deanne 

Cahir 

As required 

POSITION  

President Abbey Baines 

Vice President Aaron Cody 

Secretary Anne Howard 

Treasurer David Shaw 

2024 School Council Members 

http://www.pantonhill.vic.edu.au/forparents/forms-documents/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://beachsafe.org.au/&data=05%7c02%7cPeter.Taylor4%40education.vic.gov.au%7c22d1de240a6d434c0e0b08dc488ee080%7cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7c0%7c0%7c638465025698479335%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://ausws.emergency.vic.gov.au/index.html
https://lsv.app.axcelerate.com/showDoc.cfm?DocID=458782
https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/families/
https://allplaylearn.org.au/inclusive-communities/schools/language/
https://www.amaze.org.au/inclusive-education-building-parent-to-parent-connections-within-the-school-community/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/762132685?h=e665d0f02d&badge=0&autopause=0&player_id=0&app_id=58479
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FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW 

A highlight of my week since the last newsletter was attending the Flower and Garden Show with our fabulous Grade 5/6’s, Mr 

Hurst and Mrs Renouf. After catching the train from Hurstbridge, we spent the day learning about everything from the Aborigi-

nal culture to bees and of course having a chance to surround ourselves in beautiful plants, gardens and artworks. I am always 

so proud of our PHPS students when we venture out. We had multiple comments about how beautifully behaved our students 

are. Thanks to Mr Hurst for organising.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone! 

This week at OSHC we have been so busy constructing houses using recycled materials that we have collected. 

The results have been wonderful. 

Next week we will be fully emersed in everything Easter and best of all, we will be participating in the Easter egg 

hunt that is being run by the Panton Hill CFA across the road at the Bunjil Reserve! So, if you are one of the lucky 

people booked in for next Thursday 28th March ASC, we will have a ball hunting and collecting all of those gor-

geous chocolate eggs (that’s if I don’t beat all of you to them first!!  ). 

Don’t forget to sign up for our Autumn Holiday Program (2nd April to 12th April) “Art Attack”.  

From all of us at Their Care Panton Hill xx 
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Prep—Eggs 

The preps continued with their exploration of patterns and coloured the eggs with paint 
sticks and water colour paints.  The chicks were collaged using yellow toned paper.  Cutting 

skills were taught. 

Grade 3/4—Bunnies 

The bunnies were drawn by the grade 3/4 class utilising a guided 
drawing session.  Watercolour paints were used for the bunnies with 

a contrasting colour for the background.  
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Important Dates 

Term dates 

 Start date  Finish date 

Term One Mon 29th Jan—teachers 

Tuesday 30th Jan—Students 

Thur 28th March (2:30pm) 

Term Two Monday 15th April Friday 28th June (2:30pm) 

Term Three Monday 15th July Friday 20th Sep (2:30pm) 

Term Four Monday 7th Oct Friday 20th Dec—(1:30pm) 

Public Holidays 

Term One Labour Day Monday 11th March 

Term One Good Friday Friday 29th March 

Term Two ANZAC Day  Thursday 25th April 

Term Two King’s Birthday Monday 10th June 

Term Four Melbourne Cup Tuesday 5th November 

Pupil Free Days 

Term One Curriculum Day Monday 29th January 

Term One Curriculum Day Friday 8th March 

Term Two Curriculum Day Friday 26th April 

Term Three Professional Practice Day Friday 16th August 

Term Four Curriculum Day Monday 4th November 

Other  

Term 2 School Photos Tuesday 23rd April 

Term Four Grade 3-6 Camp Monday 25th November—Wednesday 27th No-

vember 

Term Four Graduation Monday 16th December 

Term Four School Concert TBD 
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