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Principal’s Report 

Welcome to the 2022 school 

year! It has been a very smooth 

start to the year, with lots of 

new  faces in shiny new uni-

forms around PHPS. This year 

we welcome our group of 23 

preps who have made an amaz-

ing start to the year.  Walking 

into the room feels more like 

mid-year preps—settled, happy 

and ready to be giving things a 

go!  

We also have ten new students 

sprinkled throughout the grades 

who are starting with us this 

year. We welcome all of our 

new families to the PHPS com-

munity.  

We would also like to warmly 

welcome Mr Russell Smith and 

Ms Jaimi Darwell—our two new 

teachers who have been enjoy-

ing getting to know their grades 

and all things PHPS. We are real-

ly pleased to have Ms Maya 

Lingard back with us part time in 

the Grade 1 classroom as well.  

Of course, it is a new start for all 

our students, new teachers, new 
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classrooms, new grades. Over the 

next few weeks all of our grades will 

be working on our Start Up Learning 

where they will be working together 

to establish routines, and expecta-

tions. They will also be looking at our 

school values  of honesty, respect, 

enthusiasm, determination and co-

operation and investigating how we 

can best demonstrate these.  

 
YEAR 7’S 

We have heard from many of our 

2021 Year 6’s who have had a big 

week starting on their secondary 

school journey. We are hearing that 

they, after some initial nerves on the 

first day, are enjoying this next step 

and all that it has to offer.  

 
BUSHFIRE DRILL 

We will be conducting our annual 

bushfire drill on Thursday the 10th 

of February (next Thursday) at 

10am. So please don’t be alarmed if 

you hear our siren go off.  

During this drill, the students will all 

practise moving (under blankets) 

from the main building and the BER 

Friday 4th February, 2022 

Term 1:  Week  1 
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www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
taking-test-covid-19 
If your child returns a positive 
result, your child has COVID-19.  
• You must quarantine your 

child for seven days 

• You must advise the school 

about the positive result 

• Your child must stay home 

until their symptoms have 

resolved and they are well 

• Everyone in your household is 

a close contact and must iso-

late for 7 days. 
Reporting your child’s positive 

test 

If your child was at school when 

they were infectious you need to 

report the positive case through 

the Student COVID-19 Test Portal 

or you can notify the school in 

writing or by phone.  

You must also report your child’s 

positive test to the Department 

of Health via the COVID-19 Posi-

tive Rapid Antigen Test Self-

Reporting Form or call centre on 

1800 675 398.  
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Schools are by nature very busy 

places. If you are wanting to keep 

up to date with what is going on 

and when you will find the school 

dates on the calendar function of 

our Xuno app or in the weekly 

newsletter.  

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL  

Nominations are now open for 

the 2022 School Council. This is a 

great chance to be part of the 

decision making for PHPS. This  

year we have five positions avail-

able.  

building to the junior building 

which is our shelter in place.  

This is a very important emergen-

cy drill for us—it is vital that our 

students and staff have an 

awareness of the process of 

evacuating. This year we are con-

scious of limiting the amount of 

time spent in the building all to-

gether so once the rolls have 

been taken, the students will be 

promptly returning to their own 

rooms.  

We usually have our friends from 

the pre-school and the Occasion-

al Care join us for our drill. This 

year the Pre—School have  elect-

ed to not attend. We will run a 

dedicated mini drill when they 

are ready.  

 
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 

Our annual parent teaching 

meetings will be held after school 

on Wednesday the 9th February. 

This is an opportunity for par-

ents/carers to meet with their 

child/s new teacher and have a 

discussion about the year ahead. 

These meetings will be held re-

motely via Webex. Bookings can 

be made on the Xuno app. 

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS 

All families have now received 

one kit of 5 tests per student. 

These are for use twice weekly 

over the next two weeks.  

Another kit will be sent home in 

Week 3 for the following two 

weeks.  

Thankyou to everyone for using 

these tests—they have already 

picked up cases which were 

asymptomatic and would have 

otherwise been at school.  

BREAK IN 

Unfortunately at some stage over 

the holidays we had someone 

break into the bin shed under the 

school where we store our gar-

den equipment. A substantial 

amount of equipment was sto-

len, including our pump which 

feeds the toilets and cleaners 

cupboard.  

We have had the police attend 

and make a report. The water 

has been restored.  

This is a rare occurrence for us 

thankfully, but very disap-

pointing. As a result, we are now 

in the process of installing secur-

ing cameras. 
 

COVID PROTOCOLS 

If your child is not experiencing 

COVID-19 symptoms, they can 

continue to attend school, but 

you should monitor for symp-

toms.  

Students who show symptoms of 

COVID-19 cannot attend school 

and should get tested immedi-

ately and isolate until they re-

ceive a negative result.  

Students should continue with 

twice-a-week rapid antigen 

testing on school days.  

Students who have recovered 

from COVID-19 do not need to 

participate in surveillance testing 

for 30 days after their isolation 

period has ended.  

For information on symptoms 

visit: https://

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/

symptoms-and-risks.  
For more information on how to 
get tested visit: https://

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/taking-test-covid-19
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/taking-test-covid-19
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencySchools24Jan2022&utm_medium=email
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/symptoms-and-risks
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/symptoms-and-risks
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/symptoms-and-risks
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/taking-test-covid-19


 

Statement of Commitment PHPS is committed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support 

If you are interested, please fill in a nomination 

form (sent on Xuno or available at the office) and 

drop it into the box at the school office.  
 

NEWSLETTERS 

Every Friday afternoon a school newsletter will be 

posted on our Xuno  app.  There is often important 

dates and information that parents need to be 

aware of, as well as achievements and general in-

formation of how our PHPS students are keeping 

busy during their week.  

If you would like a hard copy to be sent home, 

please notify the office. 

 

NUDE FOOD SCHOOL 

We are conscious of the quantity of waste we pro-

duce at PHPS.  One area we can all contribute to 

reducing waste is in the lunch boxes.  We encour-

age that consideration is made when packaging dai-

ly lunches as every little bit helps.  Following are 

some articles explaining why we have chosen to be 

a Nude Food School.   

 

TISSUES 

We are very low on tissues in the classrooms and 

would really appreciate it if families could please 

add it to their shopping list and bring along a box. 

Thankyou 

 

RUNNING CLUB 

Will start this Thursday morning (10 February) from 
8:45 until 8:55 (approximately) for grades two to 
six. The students will do laps of the school receiving 
a texta mark on their hand as they pass me (Mrs 
Jenes). I will add the students laps together and 
when they reach 50, 100, 150  laps etc, they will re-
ceive a certificate at assembly for their achieve-
ment. This is an optional activity and not compulso-
ry. I have spoken to most of the students about 
where they are to run and to be mindful of those 
parents and students arriving for school.  

Congratulations to:   

Audra Chapman, Jimmy Woods and 

Huw Whitworth 

News from Grade Five – Setting up our 
Classroom Library 

“Look at this mess!” 

Each class in the school has spent time this week 

setting up and organising their classroom libraries. 

This week our class sorted the whole entire Grade 5 

class library. We sorted them in a particular way. It 

took a long time, but eventually we got it done. We 

sorted the books into genres and grouped books by 

the same author together which worked well in the 

end. Now our class library is neat and tidy, and we 

can find books that we will enjoy reading. 

By Taya and Elsie (Grade 5) 
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