Friday 24th July, 2020
Term 3: Week 2

DIARY DATES
Term 3
All future dates for Term 3
are to be confirmed as advised by the Department of
Education.
Friday 18th September
End of Term 3
2.30pm finish

Term 4
Monday 5th October
Start of Term 4
Monday 2nd November
Curriculum Day—Pupil Free
Day
Tuesday 3rd November
Melbourne Cup Day

Principal’s Report
Welcome back to term three. A different
start once again, but we’ve done it once
and I am sure we can do this again. We
hope that everyone had a great break.
We are all getting very good at finding
ways of spending our free time that
doesn’t require travel or large groups of
friends or families. Whilst doing some
painting at home over these holidays, I
discovered a great podcast that I recommend to anyone who is looking to escape from the news and be cheered up.
It is called This is Love. Have a listen and
let me know what you think.
The extension of the holidays for our
students allowed our teachers to get
prepared for the return of remote learning. We really focused on the feedback
from parents and students which we
received from our previous lock down
and concentrated on making adjustments to remote learning to accommodate everyone as best we can. This of
course is complex, as there were a range
of opinions, sometimes opposing ones.
As a result we have a few key aims:

To make things simpler, we have prioritized literacy and numeracy activities in
the learning schedules. The department
guidelines for remote learning are:
For students in Prep to Grade 2, our
learning programs include:
Literacy activities: 45—60mins
Numeracy activities: 30—45mins
Additional learning areas, play-based
learning & physical activity: 30- 45mins

For students in Grade 3 to 6, our learning programs include:
Literacy activities: 45—60mins
Numeracy activities: 30—45mins
Physical activity: 30mins
Additional curriculum areas: 90mins

One of the common pieces of feedback
which we received was that flexibility
was important, particularly the option to



To have a consistent approach



To keep expectations realistic for
all families

family. As a result it was felt that the

To maintain connection with our
students and families.

tive as they allowed for this flexibility.



engage in learning when it suited the
learning packs and videos were a posi-
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The feedback around scheduled Webex meetings seemed to
be a little dependent on the age of the students. Where the
older students could manage regular meetings, it was felt
that the younger students were a little overwhelmed by this.

The upper school will be sitting this test next week, our
juniors will be sitting it the following week. Teachers will be
conducting this in small groups and will be monitoring progress as students sit the test.

Your teacher will have communicated with you this week
about the weekly schedules and arrangements. In a nutshell
however, we will continue to use Google Classroom and Webex as our main platforms. All classes will be engaging with
their teacher daily on either of these platforms. This time
around we have found that there is a need to spend time
with some of the students in smaller groups or individually in
order to oversee their learning. This is also less overwhelming for some students.

HEALTH AND SAFETY AT SCHOOL

Further to this, I will be sending out a very short survey regularly throughout this term to check that we’re on the right
track. Our staff will be contacting every family regularly as
well for a check in.
As you can appreciate, the challenges of meeting everyone’s
needs is significant. We are incredibly lucky to have a staff
who are extremely dedicated to providing the best education for our PHPS students. Our staff are still engaging in
weekly professional learning to continuously aim for school
improvement. They have a lot on their plates at the moment. There may be times when they are unable to respond
to you straight away as they are in a meeting, professional
development session, engaging with other students or families or just having their lunch! Our teachers are our best asset – let’s look after them!
If you would like further information or advice about supporting your child during remote learning, please see the
following links: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/
learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx
Education.vic.gov.au/homelearning

ASSESSMENT
In normal times, we would consistently be assessing student
learning, both through formal testing and observation. Our
ability to assess through consistent observation has been
removed, so we feel it is important to get some testing
done. Over the next few weeks we will be asking all Grade
One to Six students to sit an online reading test called PAT –
R. Our students will be familiar with the paper version of this
test. The purpose of this test is to work out where the students are at the moment. We actually aim for the students
to get 50% correct and 50% incorrect. This gives us the best
idea of what they have mastered and where their point of
need is. It is imperative that students do not get any help
whilst sitting this test. If they are helped with any part of it,
they could develop gaps in their learning because we assume that they have mastered certain concepts. They will be
given this test later in the year as well to check for progress.
If they have received help, our data will be inaccurate.

Consistent with advice from DET and Victoria’s Chief Health
Officer, the following health and safety procedures have
been put in place:


All students and staff onsite will be temperature
checked twice daily. If a student has a temperature
of 37.5 or above, they will be taken to sick bay and
parents will be contacted to take them home.



Hand sanitizer is provided in every room. Students
will be encouraged to use sanitizer frequently. They
will be required to sanitise before and after the use
of any common equipment such as: playground
equipment, devices, classroom equipment.



Education has been provided on hand hygiene.



The school playground is closed to the general public. Our students can use the equipment. They will
wash/sanitise their hands before and after use. The
playground is cleaned daily after playtimes.



Extended cleaning arrangements are in place, involving continuous cleaning throughout the day,
particularly focusing on high touch areas.



The Victorian Chief Health Officer has confirmed
that primary students are not required to wear
masks. Of course, any child who chooses to wear a
mask may do so. Staff are required to wear masks
whilst at school, except for when they are teaching.

Of course, it is vitally important for the health and safety of
our community that if you, your child or any family member are feeling unwell or have even the slightest of symptoms of covid-19 including fever, chills or sweats, cough,
sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of smell
or taste, that you get tested and stay home.
For further information from the Department of Health and
Human Services, please visit: dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Just a quick update on some work that has been done on the grounds over the last few weeks. We have had some upgrade
work done on the junior ‘shelter in place’ building to meet bushfire regulations. Included in this work is the replacement of the
shutters, which are operated electronically with a battery back up. The doors have been replaced on this building and many
gaps have been filled in the brickwork. Unfortunately, to comply with regulations, we also had to remove some vegetation
around the building. Quite a few of the shrubs outside the Grade 1 building have been removed and our lovely lemon trees
have been taken out. We will definitely replace the lemon tree in a more suitable position and will replant with plants that will
comply.
In other building and grounds news, I have been working on an application for funding for an upgrade of our basketball court
to a similar structure and court as the one at Kangaroo Ground Primary School. This grant is available through the Victorian
School Building Authority. I have spoken with both federal and state politicians who have written letters of support for our
project. This is a project which is well outside our capacity to fund but would be a huge benefit to the whole Panton Hill community. Fingers crossed for a good outcome. Thankyou to Emma Bennett and Susan Bannister for assistance in writing the
application.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Please ensure that your child is wearing uniform anytime they are on a webex meeting or if they are attending school onsite.

ABSENCES
We are still required to mark the school roll and submit attendances. Please make sure that you let us know everyday that you
are engaging in learning either through Webex or Google Classroom. If your child is unwell, please follow our regular process
of notifying us through the Skoolbag app or a phone call.

2021 ENROLMENTS
It seems early, but we are already starting to plan for 2021. An important part of this process is having a clear idea of our student enrolments. If you have a younger child who will be joining us next year, we would really appreciate enrolment forms as
soon as possible. If you know of other families who are considering enrolling, please encourage them to get in touch with me
for a chat/virtual tour. We will be running a prep information evening for prospective parents via an online meeting on 5th
August at 7pm. This will be an opportunity for families to meet the staff, have a virtual look around, get an idea of what we
offer at PHPS and ask questions.
Enrolment application forms can be downloaded from our website and emailed to panton.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au.

PARENT PACKS
I have been contacted by Jonathon Lopez, the Senior Minister at St. Matthews Church. They are putting together parent packs
to help resource parents in Panton Hill and St. Andrews. These packs are free. If you would like a Parent Pack from St.
Matthews please have your order in by Wednesday 29th July (this week). You will find the request form on the Skoolbag app.

LATE NEWSLETTER
Sorry for the late newsletter this week, but the power went off on Friday at 12pm and was off all day.

Kylie Richards
Principal
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