Friday 27th March, 2020
Term 1: Week 9

DIARY DATES
TERM 2
Monday 13th April
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 14th April
First Day of Term 2
Monday 27th April

Principal’s Report

We want to remind parents not to be concerned about setting up home learning just

It is quite strange to be writing this in
the middle of a school day in a very
quiet school, without the energy and
sounds of our students.

yet. The learning packs should be put aside
to be used if required at the commencement of Term Two. Let the kids have their
school holidays, though we know for most
of you, that won’t look at all like you may

I would really like to thank the PHPS

Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day

community for the patience and under-

Monday 18th May

standing you have shown while we

Education Week

have worked through this unique and

Wednesday 20th May

challenging time. This is something

Professor Maths Incursion

none of us as teachers or parents have

Tuesday 26th May

had to face before, but together, with

Mad About Science Incursion

understanding and kindness we know

Wednesday 3rd June

we can get through this.

Division CC

have planned with cancelled holidays,
catch ups, outings and play dates.
Once formal learning commences in whatever form that is, we will work hard with
classes and individuals to get things back
on track as best we can.
Please take care of yourselves and each
other. We will be sure to keep you in-

Monday 8th June

Staff have worked hard during the last

formed of any relevant updates through

Queens Birthday—Pupil Free
Day

two weeks to ensure our students will

the Skoolbag app over the next two weeks.

be well supported if our school has to
commence remote learning at the start

CAMP

of Term 2.

As a result of the cancellation of the Anglesea school camp, we will be crediting all

They have continued to work this week,

families accounts the full amount paid.

both at school and from home. We are
preparing to support you with a variety

As mentioned on the app, if you would

of learning options, both online and

prefer a refund over a credit, please let us

offline. The first two weeks have been
prepared as a Learning Kit. Hopefully
all families have collected the learning

know. We will be able to organise this
after the school holidays, regardless of
closures.

packs for their child/ren.
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COMMUNICATION



September 7th

Now more than ever, we are having to rely on digital tech-



November 9th

nologies to be able to keep everyone updated and in-



December 7th

formed. A perfect example of this was the previous week-



Discussed fundraising and decided to postpone our col-

end, where we were reacting to hourly updates which had

or run until further notice. We also discussed going

ramifications for our PHPS families.

ahead with a trivia night later in the year without an
auction as we don’t feel it is fair in this climate to be

Our best tool in this circumstance is the Skoolbag app.
Please make sure that you have the app working on your

asking businesses to donate.


Discussed the response to Covid-19 and latest depart-

phone (there was a recent update). As mentioned previ-

ment advice. Staff were congratulated on the tireless

ously we have enabled a function on the app which requires

and committed effort in organising learning from home

users to ‘apply’ to see our notifications. Only people connected to PHPS have vision of our notifications, ensuring a

packs.


good level of security.

Discussed the school review. As this meeting was the
evening prior to our last day of the review we couldn't
provide a clear vision of the goals.

SCHOOL REVIEW
As you will be aware, we have been undergoing our school



Endorsed the School Philosophy Policy and the School
Profile which have been updated on the school website.

review process. Our Panel Day was held on Tuesday where
we were given feedback based on the panel’s findings and

PHONE LINES

we worked on our goals for our Strategic Plan.

We seem to be experiencing some difficulty with our school

There was recognition of the great learning that is happen-

phone lines at the moment with people getting an engaged

ing in the classrooms and special mention made of the ex-

signal when calling. We have logged this with our provider

cellent work that has been done by the community on

and hope to have it rectified quickly. In the meantime, if you

building a supportive, safe and nurturing environment for

need to communicate with us the school email is: pan-

our students.

ton.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
I will notify everyone via the app when it is fixed.

The broad direction moving forward will be around improving growth data across all students and developing a new

EXPLAINING COVID-19 TO YOUNG CHILDREN

and consistent instructional model. The strategic plan will

Below is a link to a PDF which may help parents explain
COVID-19 to young children. Click on the link, click
COVIBOOK and select the PDF English.

be worked on now by the reviewer with input from the staff
and our Senior Education Improvement Leader. This will
take place over approximately six weeks and will be available to the community when finalised.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
At our last School Council meeting we:


Elected the office bearers for 2020 (see list)



The councillors sign the Code of Conduct which was
previously circulated.



Discussed and updated the standing orders for School
Council.



Organised the meeting schedule for 2020. All meetings
are open to the community. This year they will start at
7:30pm.

The dates are:


May 11th



June 22nd



August 3rd

https://www.mindheart.co/descargables-1

CRAZY HAIR DAY
Well done to the Junior School Council for organising the
Crazy Hair Day on Monday. It wasn't ideal that we had to
quickly change our day and couldn't give our community
much time but it was great to see some unusual hairstyles/
colours and creative headwear. This fundraiser raised
$63.50 for the Cancer Council. Now’s the time to be showing
support and compassion for others—thankyou for participating.

HEAD LICE
We have been notified of a couple of our families who have
been dealing with head lice. It is a good idea to check your
child’s hair just in case.
Take care everyone and we will be in touch.
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