Friday 20th March, 2020
Term 1: Week 8

DIARY DATES
Friday 27th March
Last Day of Term 1
Children Dismissed 2.20pm
No Monday assembly or
parent reading.
TERM 2
Monday 13th April
First Day of Term 2
Monday 27th April
Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day
Monday 11th May

Principal’s Report
Well, hasn't it been an unusual time of
late? As you know, information regarding COVID 19 continues to change often
and as school we are governed by the
decision making of the Department of
Education. At the stage of writing this
(Thursday) there is still no indication
that we will be effected by school closures—so it is business as usual at
PHPS!

The day cleaner arrived this morning and
has commenced with these tasks.
We understand that some families have
chosen to keep their children at home and
you will be supported in this. All classroom
teachers have put together a ‘Learning
From Home Kit’ with two weeks of learning activities which will be available for
families in the case of school closures or if
they elect to self isolate.

Of course, we have put things in place
to ensure our school community are
following best practice when it comes
to personal hygiene.

Naplan Week

Of course, the idea of replicating a school
day at home is unrealistic and poses significant challenges for parents. To continue the learning path that our students are
currently on, we really need for them to be
engaging in learning every day.

Friday 15th May

The latest update from the Department

Colour Run

that came through today informed us

Monday 18th May

that in addition to our normal cleaning,

We strongly encourage all students to

Education Week

we will be provided with day cleaning.

complete set tasks if possible. It is also

The day cleaner has specific tasks to

important that students are given immedi-

perform around the school including:

ate feedback on their work so request that



High touch—fixtures and applianc-

an adult works with the students. We

es (printers, lockers, gates)

have provided a ‘Home Learning Log’ in

Door and door fittings (door han-

the kit to be returned to the teachers on

dles, hand rails, guard rails)

return to school.




Toilets and bathroom fixtures
(taps, soap dispensers, towel dispensers)



Waste bins (internal and external)



Kitchenettes



Drinking troughs and fountains

Congratulations to:

Nash Lewis
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careful of amongst this unsettling time

Q– What about the money that our par- PANGOLIN
One of our Grade 6 students, Lily Scriveents have spent?

is the messages that we are sending to

A– We are currently negotiating with

our students. We are working hard to
maintain a calm and measured ap-

the camp and the Department of Educa- the plight of the Pangolin which has
been getting some bad press of late. Lily
tion about the situation with refunds

proach. Our aim is to support you and

but are hopeful that we will be able to

has written a piece to increase under-

your students, provide timely and accu-

provide refunds or credit notes.

standing and urge people to help.

One of the aspects that we are very

rate advice and be mindful of the anxiety which may be caused. If you are
needing any assistance, please let us
know so that we can help provide you
with what you need. I have included a
Michael Grose article in this week’s
newsletter which gives advice on how
to speak with children about COVID 19.
CAMP
Unfortunately, on advice from the Department we have had to cancel our
Anglesea Camp for 2020. We informed
all of our campers on Wednesday who
were understandably disappointed but
very mature in their reactions. Some of
their questions at the meeting were:
Q— Does that mean that we will go to
the surfing camp next year or do we just
miss out?
A—Camps are generally booked at least
a year out. We have already started

ner is wanting for people to understand

UNIFORM SHOP

SCHOOL REVIEW
As you know, we are now two days into The uniform shop opening hours for
our three day review. This Tuesday we 2020 are: Tuesday 3.00pm—3.30pm
and Friday 8.45am—9.15am
had the review panel attend school.
Their focus this time was on discussions
with all members of our school. They
spent time speaking with the staff, the
students and the parents. The information that they have gathered from
these conversations will be paired with
their classroom observations on the
previous review day and the substantial
amount of documentation and self assessment that has been provided by the
school to inform our new directions and
Strategic Plan.

EASTER RAFFLE
Every year we have held an Easter Raffle
at Term 1’s final assembly but during
these unusual times there will be no
final assembly on the last day of term.
Therefore we have decided to hold off
on the Easter Raffle this year.
If you have donated Easter items over
the past couple of weeks, could you
please collect them to take home. You
might just have to reluctantly eat them!

I would like to sincerely thank all of the
parents who came along to the parent PARENT HELPER’S INFORMATION SESmeeting on Wednesday afternoon. We SION
had a great turn up of engaged parents.
Unfortunately we have had to cancel
I am sure your input was invaluable.
our Parent Helper’s session. We will
The review panel made special mention advise you of when this will be reof our students who contributed their

organising our 2021 camp to Sovereign

thoughts and ideas. It was a somewhat

Hill, so unfortunately the surf camp will

intimidating scenario to sit around the

scheduled to.

uling.

JSC NEWS
staff room table for a meeting to discuss On Friday 27th of March (the last day of
term), we are doing a crazy hair or hat
their school.
day. This is to raise money for the Cancer Council. We can’t wait to see you
The feedback we got from the panel
was that they were very respectful and all with crazy hair or a crazy hat. We
would like you to still be in full school
had some great ideas. As the students
uniform and bring a gold coin donation.
came out of their meetings, it was noFrom the JSC members.
ticeable that there was a lot of energy

Q– Can we organise something else

and they felt proud of themselves. We

instead?

are very proud of them too!

be missed.
Q– Can we reschedule the camp to later
in the year?
A– The camps are booked a year ahead
and given the fact that we are not sure
when the restrictions will be lifted, it is
highly unlikely that we will be resched-

A– Of course we can, but we need to
wait until things settle before we make

Our final day for the review will be next

any decisions about what that would

Tuesday where we will be given feed-

look like. I’m sure there will be loads of

back on the panel’s findings and build

good suggestions from our students.

our new direction—exciting times!
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OSHC NEWS
We recently received communication from the Managing
Director of TheirCare about the situation at the moment.
Here is a small excerpt:
There have been challenges (as we have all been facing).
Food supplies are limited so we are constantly revising
menus to ensure children receive a wholesome snack/
meal. We have been very diligent to comply with hygiene
practices and ensure that any staff member or those that
attend service who exhibit flu like symptoms are asked to
go home.
The key message is we are here to stay and as long as we
are allowed, we will continue to provide the best services
the environment allows us to until the pandemic passes. I
am incredibly proud of my team and am thankful for the
meaningful relationships we have had with each of our
school partners.
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FUNDRAISING NEWS
Plans for our fundraising calendar for the year are well underway and a full list of events will be
shared following the next school council meeting.
We have some pretty exciting things planned and would love the help of any keen helpers in
organising these.
For now, we do have a couple of things on the radar:
Mothers Day – if anyone would like to take the lead or help
plan the Mothers Day stall, please let the office know. Ideally
it would be great to have a couple of parents to choose and
order items initially and then we’ll need help setting up the
stall on the day. We’re open to all creative ideas for this one!

Colour Fun Run – We’ll be holding our very first Colour Fun Run on Friday 15th May. This will
be loads of fun to organise, and early next term we’ll need to get a group of helpers together
to assist in designing the course. If you’d like to be part of this (in any capacity!) please let the
office know. Watch this space for more info!

It is not too late to join our fundraising team. If you have some spare time or possibly some new
ideas, we would love to hear from you.
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