Friday 13th March, 2020
Term 1: Week 7

DIARY DATES
Monday 23rd March
Parent Helpers Session
Friday 27th March
Last Day of Term 1
Final Assembly 2pm
Easter Raffle Drawn
Children Dismissed 2.30pm
TERM 2
Monday 13th April
First Day of Term 2
Monday 20th April
Camp Wilkin, Anglesea
Grd 3—6
Monday 27th April
Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day
Monday 11th May
Naplan Week
Monday 18th May
Education Week

Principal’s Report
SCHOOL REVIEW
Our school review process started last
Thursday with a panel of four external
educational experts and a school team
consisting of Jason Ditcham, Maya
Lingard, Stafford Hurst and myself looking in detail at all aspects of our school.
Your students may have come home
and mentioned that there were
‘visitors’ in their rooms observing and
asking questions.
Thursday was the first of a three day
process. The panel will be returning
next Wednesday when they will be
speaking with the staff, students and
parents.
The panel has allocated time before
school pick up to have a meeting with
parents in order to get parent perspective on the school. We would love as
many parents as possible to come to
school at 2:50pm to contribute to the
review and the future direction of
PHPS.
We are really looking forward to the
new goals and strategic plan which will
come as a result of the review.

SCHOOL ISSUES
Our staff at PHPS are very committed to
working together with students and parents to work through any issues or problems which may arise at school. The best
outcomes arise when we are made aware
of issues as soon as they occur. This gives
us an opportunity to work together with
students towards solving the problem and
means that students can go home with the
knowledge that there has been some action taken by the school or strategies given
to them to help.
Please don’t wait before letting us know of
anything that you feel needs to be dealt
with.

CAMP
Camp preparations are well and truly underway. We have been contacted by Go
Ride A Wave who will be running the
surfing lesson. They need to know if we
will have any non swimmers with us. We
have put a Skoolbag notification out about
that this week—please either respond using the app or let us know at the office. If
your child is a non swimmer they will still
be included in the lesson with an instructor
allocated and modified activity.
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CORONIA VIRUS UPDATE
Based on advice from DHHS, when there is a confirmed case
of COVID-19 among a student or staff member, Victoria’s
Chief Health Officer will recommend an affected school’s

Congratulations to:

Otto Lockwood

closure for 24 hours. If this occurs, DHHS will work with DET
and staff and students will be advised to stay home and selfisolate for 24 hours. This closure will support school and
health officials to work through a contact and containment
strategy, including decisions about extending the closure
period. on advice from DHHS, when there is a confirmed

STUDENT BANKING
Student banking will now be processed on Wednesdays.
All Dollarmite accounts can be banked through the school.

case of COVID-19 among a student or staff member, Victo-

UNIFORM SHOP

ria’s Chief Health Officer will recommend an affected

The uniform shop opening hours for 2020 are: Tuesday

school’s closure for 24 hours. If this occurs, DHHS will work

3.00pm—3.30pm and Friday 8.45am—9.15am

with DET and staff and students will be advised to stay home
and self-isolate for 24 hours. This closure will support school
and health officials to work through a contact and containment strategy, including decisions about extending the closure period.
At a school level, we have continued to impress on the stu-

STEP INTO NATURE
Over the past weeks we have extended on our nature
studies by including an incursion from Leap Into Nature.
This was achievable after recently receiving a Bio Diversity
Grant.

dents the necessity of washing and drying hands often and
thoroughly and general hygiene. We are ensuring that surfaces such as student desks, computers, musical instruments
are cleaned regularly.
We would like to impress on our community that if your
child is unwell it is important that they are kept home until
fully recovered.
Our staff are developing a continuation of education plans
should that be necessary either on an individual or whole
school basis.
We will continue to monitor the situation leading up to the
school camp and will make decisions about whether to go
ahead in consultation with the Department of Education and
our School Council.

APPLES ARE BACK
On Monday we will have 10 bags of new season Gala apples
delivered to the school. The apples are delicious at the moment so get in quick.

EASTER RAFFLE
Every year we hold an Easter Raffle at Term 1’s final assembly. We are a little light on donations at the moment. It
would be greatly appreciated if each family could donate
one Easter gift to the box outside the office. Raffle tickets
will be sent home soon on the 16th March.

Apted Unwaxed Apples
$7 per 2kg bag on the
cart outside the office

CSEF
Camps, Sport, Excursion Funding
CSEF funding application forms are due to
be submitted. All Health Care Card holders and Pension Card holders are eligible
for CSEF. Please see the office if you require an application form.
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GRADE 3/4’S
I learnt the difference between bees, wasps and fly's. Bees
and wasps have longer antennae than fly's. By Rory Collins
I just enjoyed being outside. By Huw Whitworth
I enjoyed catching bugs to get a closer look and seeing what
their habitat was like. By Violet Lockwood
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Every year we hold an Easter Raffle
at Term 1’s final assembly.
It would be appreciated if
each family could donate one Easter
gift to the box outside the office.
Raffle tickets will be sent home soon.
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FUNDRAISING NEWS
Plans for our fundraising calendar for the year are well underway and a full list of events will be
shared following the next school council meeting.
We have some pretty exciting things planned and would love the help of any keen helpers in
organising these.
For now, we do have a couple of things on the radar:
Mothers Day – if anyone would like to take the lead or help
plan the Mothers Day stall, please let the office know. Ideally
it would be great to have a couple of parents to choose and
order items initially and then we’ll need help setting up the
stall on the day. We’re open to all creative ideas for this one!

Colour Fun Run – We’ll be holding our very first Colour Fun Run on Friday 15th May. This will
be loads of fun to organise, and early next term we’ll need to get a group of helpers together
to assist in designing the course. If you’d like to be part of this (in any capacity!) please let the
office know. Watch this space for more info!

It is not too late to join our fundraising team. If you have some spare time or possibly some new
ideas, we would love to hear from you.
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