Friday 31st January, 2020
Term 1: Week 1

DIARY DATES

Principal’s Report

Monday 10th February

WELCOME TO 2020

School Council Election 4pm
Tuesday 11th February
Safer Internet Day
Parent Teacher Interviews
3.30pm onwards
Monday 24th February
District Swimming
Thursday 27th February
School Picnic 5pm
Friday 6th March
Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day
Wednesday 11th March
School Photos

Welcome back to all of our Panton Hill
families and a special welcome to our newest families who have started with us this
year.
The start has been very smooth with a lot
of happy faces and friendly chat about
everyone’s holiday adventures. It is great
to walk around the classrooms and see
everyone looking ready to learn and very
settled.
We would like to welcome Mrs Dianne
Zobel who has started chatting in Italian to
our students already and Mrs Lisa Ocson
who has started off with her PE lessons on
a particularly hot week! Mrs Puls-Welsh
has also started in a more permanent role
this year, teaching maths to the Grade
2/3’s (so that Mrs Howard can be released
to teach Art) and reading intervention.
Miss Brindley has hung up her whistle and
has now moved to a full time classroom
teaching position with the Grade 3/4’s.
What a great team we have supporting our
Panton Hill Primary Students.
One of the most exciting parts of the start
of a school year is welcoming our newest
and youngest Panton Hill Primary Students, our Preps. This group took to

the Prep room like ducks to water! We
know that they are in for a great year of
enormous learning gains and we are very
pleased to be sharing this learning journey with you.
We welcome our Preps: Oscar, Lucy,
Liam, Lawson, Isaac, Pippa, River C,
Ayvah, Elise, Xavier, Ella, Edward, Archer,
Otto, April, Layla, River S, Autumn, Emerson and Josie.
We are also really pleased to welcome
some new students and their families
who have moved to PHPS this year in our
other grade levels. We welcome: Iris,
Charlotte and Maddison who have started
in Grade 1 with Mrs Lingard and Isis who
is in Grade 2 and Esther in Grade 3 with
Mrs Howard and Sascha who is in Grade 5
with Mr Hurst.

BUSHFIRE BENEFIT EVENT
One of the things that we were all very
aware of during these holidays was of
course the devastating bushfires and the
impact they have had on many communities. In response to this our Panton Hill
Community has swung into action and is
organising an event with all proceeds going to those affected by the fires.
This event will be comprised of an exhibition 2020 Cricket Match between the
Cricket club and the Footy Club and then
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a concert with a great line up of
artists in the Memorial Park in the
evening.
Our school's contribution to the
event will be organising and running
a sausage sizzle - thankyou to Scott
Crabtree who is organising this.
Scott has already organised donations of meat and bread.
Would you like the opportunity to
help out with this?
If so we would really appreciate donations of:



water bottles/soft drink to sell



disposable gloves



serviettes



Sauces - tomato, barbecue,
mustard

Having these items donated will of
course maximise the amount of
money we can contribute to the
bushfire appeal. If you would like to
donate, can you please ring the
office and let us know so that we
don’t double up on anything?
We will also be asking for volunteers
to cook and sell the sausages on the
day. A roster was sent home with
the eldest child of each family today.
And of course, the best way to support this is to spread the word, buy
tickets for yourself and encourage as
many people as possible to come
along.
Please see the attached flyer for
more information on how to book.

THANKYOU
Towards the end of the school holidays, I sent out a request on the
Skoolbag app for some help in cleaning up the yard, in preparation for
the start of the school year.

Not long after this the Chapman
family came to the school and spent
time cleaning up the paths and removing the many sticks etc. in the
yard. Thankyou so much for making
our yard look much more inviting to
come back to.

ABSENCES
It is now Department of Education
Policy that schools are required to
contact parents if students are not
at school when the roll is taken, unless the absence has been explained
in writing through a note or a
Skoolbag notification.
We have included some absence
notes in this newsletter. This is primarily to ensure student safety.
Please make sure that you notify us
of any absences before the day, or
on the morning of the absence. We
understand that sometimes you
wont know the day before, this is
where the Skoolbag is ideal. Simply
click on the eForms tab in the home
page/absentee form, fill out the details and hit submit. A notification
then gets sent to the school email.

SAFER INTERNET DAY
Safer Internet Day (SID) is an annual,
worldwide event which will be held
on Tuesday 11th February 2020 to
help encourage a better internet,
this year's theme—'Together for a
better internet' encourages individuals to create a better internet by
developing four, critical skills. these
skills are the 4Rs: Respect, Responsibility, Reasoning and Resilience.
As an eSmart acrredited school, we
take cybersafety very seriously and
have it embedded throughout our
curriculum.
All classes will be marking Safer Internet Day with different activities
on Tuesday.

SKOOLBAG
If you haven't already downloaded
our Skoolbag app, please do so as it
is a great way to communicate with
the community. It is also part of our
Emergency Management Plan that
we let parents know immediately
through the app should we be required to enact the plan.
The new grades have been set up in
the Skoolbag app now. Please make
sure that you have registered for
your child/ren’s correct grade.

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
At the start of each year we schedule Year 1 to 6 Parent Teacher Interviews for parents to discuss and exchange information with the teachers. We will be having these interviews on Tuesday 11th February
after school —starting at 3:30pm.
They will be of ten minutes duration
and are a great opportunity to meet
your child’s teacher. A note with
information will be distributed next
Monday.
Prep students are not involved as
their interview/information exchange will happen over the next
three Wednesdays with Mrs Thomson.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS/VIC CAPTAINS AND JUNIOR SCHOOL
CAPTAINS
Shortly we will be holding year level
elections to pick a a boy and a girl
Junior School Councillor for grades
2 to 6. Year six students will also be
vying for the student leadership positions of School Captains and Vice
Captains which are selected by staff.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Our school photos are booked in for
Wednesday the 11th March. Polish
up those smiles and get the hair just
as you’d like it in readiness for the
day!
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SCHOOL PICNIC—SAVE THE DATE
The start of year Family School Picnic is scheduled for Thursday 27th of February, starting at 5pm. This is a great opportunity for our school families to pull up a picnic rug, get together, share some food and join in with a few fun races etc.
School Council had discussed combining this with a major
fundraiser (colour run) but have made the decision to postpone the fundraising element in deference to the Bushfire
Benefit Concert.
It would still be nice however to get together for a low key
family picnic. More details will follow, but for now, please
put the date in your diaries.

CURRICULUM DAY
Our first curriculum day is on Friday the 6th of March (the
Friday before the long weekend).This will be a pupil free day.
Staff will be meeting with teachers from our surrounding
schools and will be focusing on Restorative Practices.

LIBRARY BOOKS
Unfortunately there are still some outstanding library books
from 2019. Please check your shelves at home and return
any school books as soon as possible.

Don’t forget that if you are looking for a good read, we have
a book borrowing boat (for adults) outside the office. Feel
free to find your next read there!

PRIVACY
At this time of year, the school gathers much information
about our students. We are very sensitive to the confidentiality that is required. I have included the link below with
some detailed information about our Privacy Policy which
can be found on our website: http://
www.pantonhill.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/
Privacy-Policy.pdf

ART SMOCKS
Mrs Howard has asked that all students please make sure
that they have an art smock with their name on it please. It
doesn't need to be anything too flash—an old shirt will do
the trick!

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
We will be calling for School Council for the 2020 School
Council. Enclosed with this newsletter is information regarding membership. Please note that there are three parent
vacancies, one community vacancy and two staff vacancies.

BOOK BORROWING BOAT

Nomination forms are available at the office and will be received up until 4pm on Monday the 10th of February.

How great it was to have the time to find a quiet spot to get
stuck into a good book.

UPDATED LUNCH ORDER MENU
The lunch order menu has changed for 2020. A copy was
sent home with students this week so please refer to this
when placing an order to avoid disappointment.

CSEF
Camps, Sport, Excursion
Funding
CSEF funding application
forms are due to be submitted. Please see the
office if you require an
application form.

FRESH EGGS
$6 per dozen on
the cart outside the office
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School Council Elections - Information for Parents
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the
key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of
education that the school provides for its students.

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:



A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not
engaged in work at the school.



A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the
total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.



An optional Community member category – members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their special
skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are not eligible to be Community members.

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating
vacancies for the annual school council elections.

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the
school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their children
feel a greater sense of belonging.

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Councilors may need to develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to
work in partnership with others to help shape the school's future.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term one each year. However, ballots are only held if more
people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might consider
standing for election as a member of the school council
encouraging another person to stand for election.
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WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term one each year. All
school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself
in the Parent category.
Department employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for
parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will
receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

REMEMBER


Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do



Consider standing for election to council this year



Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.
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